




Stockholm, 15/2  2007

In nomine Patris, et Filii et Spiritu Sancti. +

"And I say to you, whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God." (Luk. 12:8)

Dear faithful,

the Lord has called us to sanctity, and he wants us to imitate His life. Jesus said to us: "I have given you an example", and he wants us to imitate this example. He wants to transform our hearts into His own. The Lord thus calls us to a faith which confesses Him, a faith which confesses Him, first of all, in words, that we believe everything He in His heart meditated on the Cross, and that He revealed to us by His life. Hence we are believers of the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which is given to us by our Mother, the Holy Catholic Church. And this faith calls us to imitation, to follow the Lord. We make this faith a living faith, a faith really confessing the Lord before man, not only by our words but also with deeds. When we enter church, we make a genuflection and we make the sign of the Cross. These simple gestures are prayers, prayers of adoration for Our Lord who is here in the midst of us in the Blessed Sacrament. When we are at Mass, in attendance to this other sacrifice, this is also a confession of our faith before the Lord, before the Church and before man. And when we are sent home after Mass, we should give testimony of our faith by charity towards our neighbour, by obedience to the Lord, who made all things, amongst our family, at work, in church by the kindness with which we treat others, by unto them. 

We Catholics don't look at other human beings as mere creatures, or people who might be useful and of benefit for our interests. We look upon others as children of God, who are called by the Lord to follow Him in this world and then to adore Him in His eternal felicity in Paradise, which He has prepared for those who believe and follow Him. 

Following the Lord - with our hearts - following the Lord with all our needs, with our good works, with our sacrifices, loving thus the Lord above all things, by body and soul wholeheartedly; to this we are called by Jesus Christ. This is a sublime vocation, a vocation which the World can never understand. It is a vocation coming from Heaven, a call for a supernatural life which we have received in baptism, a vocation which is to be lived in daily life.

We are not asked to do great works in the eyes of the World, but to love another, sanctify the instant and to live what can be called 'the miracle in daily life' So we offer up and do the little things we are asked to do with charity, with attention, every small thing in God's honour. 
In everyday life there is so much work to be done to glorify the Lord by using our small sacrifices which God proposes to us through the day.

St. Thérèse (of Lisieux), 'the Little Flower', spoke of "collecting flowers and putting them in front of the throne of God". To a "shower of  flowers" we need to use the little sacrifices, the little instances of a display of charity and patience as well as the great moments of our lives to honour the Lord, to make our lives a glorification of the Most High. We don't need to do great things in the eyes of the World, we are asked to do the little things with much love, with much charity, and thusly our lives will be a confession of God before man, and the Son of Man will confess us before the angels of God.
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